The Passing of Palmerston
Holstein, that the Holstein duchy was inhabited by Germans and formed part of the Germanic confederation. There were in Denmark certain enthusiasts for nationality, who, while leaving Holstein alone, were bent on eliminating any German element from Schleswig and making it in every way a Danish province. As an early result of this policy the German Lutherans in Schleswig were deprived of public worship in their own tongue and of German teachers in their schools. In November 1863 the Danish Assembly, the Rigsraad at Copenhagen, passed an act incorporating Schleswig in the Danish monarchy. This act, ratified by the king then reigning, and by his successor, Christian IX., violated a convention on which English diplomacy had taken great pains, the Treaty of London (1852). The breach of international obligation fully justified Bismarck's appeal to the Powers that had signed the broken compact; Lord John Russell put all the machinery of our Foreign Office in motion to cooperate with France in adjusting the difficulty. Outside the Foreign Office popular feeling in England clamoured for armed intervention on behalf of Denmark. The Prime Minister, and ex-Foreign Secretary, Palmerston himself, in July 1863, declared that those who attempted to overthrow the rights or interfere with the independence of Denmark would find that they had to contend with other Powers than Denmark alone. By not resigning his Cabinet office after finding himself committed by these words to resist Prussia, Russell made himself responsible for them ; he did not even, as he had opportunities for doing, undeceive Denmark by explaining away the utterance of his chief.